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out the analysis. Nevertheless, the past climatic studies are potentially very
valuable because they deal with large changes of the climate system, including
the oceans and the cryosphere, because they can reveal regional patterns of
climate change, and because there is knowledge of the changes in forcing
that are driving the system (solar radiation and perhaps some CO2-feedback
effects).

As with contemporary studies, the currently available reconstructions based
on past climatic data are useful starting points for further work but are not
yet adequate for model validation studies or impact studies.